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Columbia Heights Academy ~ The Keely Family Homeschool 
Curriculum Notes: Grade 2 (age 5±) 

Plan: Well-Trained Mind classical education, taught secularly with strong math/science 
component 

Objectives: Learn the items listed at Worldbook Curriculum ~ grade 2 and included in What 
Your Second Grader Needs to Know: Fundamentals of a Good Second-Grade Education (The 
Core Knowledge Series). 

Post: Weekly learning posters and a poem for the week 

 Daily schedule: (2½ hours per day 6 days per week) 
o MATH: Saxon 2 with manipulatives ~ 5 lessons/wk 

20 min 5x/wk lesson (time, money, measurement, graphs, geometry, etc.) 
15 min 5x/wk min worksheet 
5 min 5x/wk min arithmetic drill (1-minute math, flash cards, or game) 
40 mins 1x/wk misc activities (games, webs, manipulatives, lib bks) 
plus sometimes Mindbenders Warm-up or Scholastic math supplements 

o SCIENCE: REAL Earth Science (level 1 grade 2) ~ 2 labs/wk 
45 mins 2x/wk for lessons w/ labs 
45 mins 1x/wk for field studies, nature journal, encyclopedias, webs, lib bks, craft 
projects 

o HISTORY: Story of the World 2 ~ 2 chapters/wk 
45 mins 2x/wk for lessons w/ review questions, narration, maps, colouring 
45 mins 1x/wk for encyclopedias, webs, lib bks, craft projects 

o GEOGRAPHY: Evan-Moor Daily Geog 2-3 ~ 2 chapters per wk 
10 mins 2x/wk including working with globe, atlas, or map 

o GRAMMAR: First Language Lessons for TWTM (level 2) ~ 3 lessons/wk 
10 min 3x/week for lessons w/ copywork, dictation, narration, memory work 
plus memorize one short poem per month 

o LANGUAGE ARTS: Spelling Workout C ~ 6 pages/wk 
10 mins 3x/wk for lesson 

o PENMANSHIP/WRITING: 
Handwriting Without Tears "My Printing Book" ~ 2 pages/wk 
10 mins 1x/wk for lesson 
10 mins 1x/wk for "story starter" writing activity 
10 mins 1x/wk for "book report" writing activity 
plus write letters/cards to family/friends 

o SPELLING: Sequential Spelling 2 ~ 1 list/day 
5 mins 6x/wk (25 words per list) 
including physical games to make spelling lists fun like "spelling slide", "tumble spelling", 
"animal spelling game" 
with written spelling test after 4 lists (self graded) 

o INDEPENDENT READING: chapter books @ 3-5 grade level 
at least 30 mins/day but often 2+ hours!  
Magazines: Click magazine and Chickadee magazine 

http://www.welltrainedmind.com/
http://www.worldbook.com/wb/Students?curriculum/grade2
http://www.amazon.com/What-Your-Second-Grader-Needs/dp/038531843X/ref=sr_1_4/105-6845472-2956445?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1189787909&sr=1-4
http://www.amazon.com/What-Your-Second-Grader-Needs/dp/038531843X/ref=sr_1_4/105-6845472-2956445?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1189787909&sr=1-4
http://www.amazon.com/What-Your-Second-Grader-Needs/dp/038531843X/ref=sr_1_4/105-6845472-2956445?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1189787909&sr=1-4
http://www.saxonhomeschool.com/
http://www.brightminds.us/home/index.jsp
http://www.scholastic.com/
http://www.classicalhomeeducation.com/real/
http://www.welltrainedmind.com/childsworldhistory.html
http://www.evan-moor.com/
http://www.peacehillpress.com/index.asp?PageAction=VIEWCATS&Category=3
http://www.amazon.com/Spelling-Workout-Level-C-Student/dp/0813628172
http://hwtears.com/
http://www.spelling.org/
http://www.cricketmag.com/ProductDetail.asp?pid=6
http://www.owlkids.com/chickaDEE
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Series read this year included The Magic School Bus, Nancy Drew, My Secret Unicorn, 
Geronimo Stilton, A to Z Mysteries, ... 
  

 Weekly activities: (3 times per week; approx 5 hrs per week + 5 hrs per week for PE) 
o LITERATURE / READ ALOUDS: books from the library and our personal collection 

classics, great books, myths, fables, legends, etc. 
suggestions from TWTM / HLYBY / AO book lists 
Some of our favourites this year were The Odyssey, Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, The 
Children's Shakespeare, Favorite Medieval Tales, Perrault's Fairy Tales 

o FOREIGN LANGUAGE: French (Rosetta Stone through KCLS), Sign Language (12 signs/wk 
in Signing) 

o MUSIC: instrument - piano Instant Piano Fun (bks. 1-2); appreciation - instruments, 
composers 

o THEATER: improv, 1-act plays, puppet shows, read plays, attend plays 
o ART: Draw Write Now (vol. 3-4); art appreciation - famous art works, visit museums 
o PE + HEALTH: swim class, tumbling class, HS park days, play with friends 
o 4H Clover Crafters (arts & crafts, socialization, team work, character building, 

community service) 
o FIELD TRIPS (social science / occupational ed) + virtual FT 
o SCIENCE SUNDAY: experiments (earth science, chemistry, physics) and hands-on 

activities/kits 
  

 Annual estimates: 
o Math: Saxon2 ~ 4 chs / wk ~ 32 wks 
o Science: Real1.2 ~ 2 labs / wk ~ 34 wks 
o History: SOTW2 ~ 2 chs / wk ~ 21 wks 
o Geography: EMDG2 ~ 2 chs / wk ~ 18 wks 
o Grammar: FLL2 ~ 3 chs / wk ~ 33 wks 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magic_School_Bus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nancy_Drew
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Secret_Unicorn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geronimo_Stilton#The_Books
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_to_z_mysteries
http://www.welltrainedmind.com/
http://www.rebeccarupp.com/
http://www.amblesideonline.org/02bks.shtml
http://www.amazon.com/Odyssey-Geraldine-McCaughrean/dp/0192741306/ref=sr_1_2/103-9438004-1042233?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1181414676&sr=8-2
http://www.amazon.com/Canterbury-Tales-Barbara-Cohen/dp/0688062016
http://www.amazon.com/Childrens-Shakespeare-Edith-Nesbit/dp/089733485X/ref=sr_1_1/103-9438004-1042233?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1181414889&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Childrens-Shakespeare-Edith-Nesbit/dp/089733485X/ref=sr_1_1/103-9438004-1042233?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1181414889&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Favorite-Medieval-Tales-Mary-Osborne/dp/0439141346/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/103-9438004-1042233?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1181414949&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Illustrated-Classic-Andersens-Perrault-Tanglewood/dp/B000DZAFLG/ref=sr_1_1/002-2199657-1438443?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1181415396&sr=8-1
http://www.randomhouse.com/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780553375398
http://www.funpublishing.com/piano.htm
http://www.dsokids.com/2001/instrumentchart.htm
http://www.essentialsofmusic.com/
http://www.teachchildren.com/drawwritenow.html
http://www.columbiaview.net/4H

